THE TRUTH
ABOUT
THANKSGIVING"
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Kids are taught today that Thanksgiving is the
celebration where the Pilgrims thanked the
Indians for teaching them how to farm, etc.

That’s not what Thanksgiving is all about.
The truth of Thanksgiving is we set aside this

special day to remember and be thankful
for what God has done for us.

Thanksgiving Day didn’t start with the
Pilgrims. =
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. THANKFULNESS - A RARE COMMODITY:

/. We all abhor ingratitude. The quickest way to
upset someone is to be ungrateful for a
kindness they did.

. True thankfulness is harder and rarer than we
might think.

>, There is a very clear account of ingratitude in
(Lute 17)s

. In times of special mercy, thankfulness is an
instinctive feeling.

=, It'is not the rare times that show the man, itis
the common times.




|, THANKFULNESS - NOT FORBEARANCE:

.. Thankfulness depends upon our view of God.

. As is our God; so is our gratitude.

. If everything comes by chance, then we won’t
be grateful for there is no one to be grateful to.

. The world’s view gives two options - fortitude
or forbearance.

=. In Jesus’ view fortitude and forbearance is
swallowed up in thankfulness.

. There is a loving purpose in the darkest hour
as well as the happy times.

<. In everything there is the /ove of God.




|/ THANKFULNESS - OUR EXAMPLE IS
JESUS:

... Three examples of Jesus giving thanks to God.

|. He gives thanks publicly before feeding the
multitude (1%/[ci: ).

7. He gave thanks for ordinary people
(et 11:25)s

2. He gave thanks at the /ast supper (/. 22).

= 'How could .}esus be thankful for what was
about to happen?

~. Because God is love, and love arranged it all
(Rom.8:25).




'/ THANKFULNESS - SECRET TO
SATISFACTION:

.. Happy folks aren’t the ones thankful - It’s
thankful folks who are happy.

~. Happiness doesn’t depend on what we have -
else those with the most would be most happy.

. Happiness depends upon our point of view.

. Those that complain and worry are never really
happy.

= Ungrateful people are never happy people.

. The way to he glad is to be grateful.

¢. The way to be grateful is to trust in God.




/. THANKFULNESS - SOURCE OF SERVICE:

.. Not only is thankfulness the spring of joy it is
the source of dedicated service.

=, That’s the reason Christian service should be
the finest service in the world.

. You’ve heard of the slave who was purchased
by a stranger and set free. He then worshipped
the stranger and willingly served him.

|, The service was much better than before.
7. Now he worked because he /oved to work.

5t Oric_e he worked in fear — now in gratitude.

‘Why do you serve God? Why do you come to
church?




Happy
Thanksgiving




